IDEALS OF EARLY RENAISSANCE

painted the roof of the Sistine Chapel and Raphael
the Camera della Segnatura had prevailed, Milton
also might have given sanction and utterance to the
thought that 'not only Judaism but also Graeco-
Roman Paganism is an ante-chamber to Christianity;
this antique culture gave not merely a negative but also
a positive preparation for Christ... that there was a
positive relationship between classical Antiquity and
Christianity. . . . The four pictures of the Camera
represent the aspiration of the soul of man in each
of its faculties, the striving of all humanity towards
God by means of aesthetic perception (Parnassus),
the exercise of reason in philosophical inquiry and
scientific research (School of Athens), order in
Church and State (Gift of Laws Ecclesiastical and
Social), and finally theology. . . , The principle else-
where laid down is here affirmed, that the reception
of a true Renaissance into the circle of ecclesiastical
thought points to a widening of the limited mediaeval
conception into universality, a transition to entire
and actual Catholicity, like the great step taken by
St. Paul when he turned to the Gentiles and re-
leased the community from the.limits of, Judaistic
teaching/1 It was a beautiful dream that mutual war
and persecution dissipated, but just such a dream as
Milton might or must have entertained when he
consecrated himself to the composition of a great

1 The Cambridge Modern History, The Reformation. Chapter I.
Medicean Rome. The late Professor F. X. Kraus, Munich; and compare:
*The religious, universalist Theism of the Italian Humanists. ... By
this I understand that the Godhead has been alike active in the different
religions and philosophies, and is still in our day active. In the modern
religious consciousness of every noble-spirited man the Godhead speaks.
A statement in which the idea of a universal activity of the Godhead
throughout the whole of nature and in the higher consciousness of man
has its full expression* (Dillthey, Auffassung und Analyse des Menschen im
15 und i6ten Jahrhundert).
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